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analytically by the clarification of conceptions. This contrast is
further emphasized when we reflect that mathematics deals with
its universal terms by means of concrete symbols whose content is
objective and invariable (lines, figures, &c.), whereas philosophy
must work with words which are notoriously indeterminate and
variable in their import. It follows that ultimate unanalysable
notions and indemonstrable propositions are few in mathematics
but extremely numerous in philosophy, whose starting-point must
be true propositions immediately apprehended about the object;
not arbitrary definitions. The proper procedure of philosophy is
simply to accept as true propositions derived from experience
whose truth we cannot doubt even though they lack the kind of
demonstration which mathematics owing to its entirely different
procedure is able to provide.
The importance of this essay lies not merely in the extremely
empiricist attitude which it advocates in moral and religious
philosophy, as well as physical science. From the point of view of
Kant's final doctrine it is noteworthy as containing his first
explicit recognition of .the essentially intuitional or perceptual
character of geometry. For having now clearly recognized that
the actual perception of lines and figures is essential to geometrical
demonstration, he can no longer maintain both that geometry is
valid of the world of real objects and that the space in which
geometrical constructions are made is simply a confused percep-
tion. The position adopted in the essay could only be maintained
as long as he thought it self-evident that the space of which I am
aware in perception is identical with the objective space in which
things exist independently of my perception, but the extreme
empiricist position which he now adopts is bound to lead him
eventually to question that assumption. For if all our concepts
originate in experience, and if this is true even of our conception
of space, the validity of geometry itself becomes dubious, so that
Kant is driven to ask what the real nature of space may be
independently of its presentation to consciousness.
The position of Leibniz had been that the activity of monads
consisted in their power of 'representing'; and consequently that
space, as involved in my representations, must be analysable into
a clear conception, namely that of an order of coexistence. But
Kant has now demonstrated that geometry is a synthetic science
which differs from philosophy in taking its objects from intuition
and connecting them arbitrarily with one another. Space thus